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PRESS RELEASE 

Providing a renewed impetus to CO2 reduction initiatives in road 
haulage, the chairmen of GEFCO and STEF-TFE signed a charter of 

voluntary commitments with the Paris Region Prefecture and ADEME 
 

 

 
Yves Fargues, GEFCO’s Chairman and CEO, and Francis Lemor, STEF-TFE’s Chairman and CEO 
signed on December 9 at the Ile-de-France Prefecture a Charter outlining voluntary commitments 
to reduce CO2 emissions.  
 
This charter was drawn by the Ministry for Transportation, Equipment, Tourism and Sea and the 
professional organisations FNTR et TLF, working with the ADEME (Agence de l'Environnement et de la 
Maîtrise de l'Energie), the agency for environmental protection and energy savings. These two 
companies are the first ones to sign in Ile-de-France. 
 
By signing this charter, GEFCO and STEF-TFE committed to a sustainable development. They will 
undertake to significantly reduce their road haulage’s CO2 emissions for the 2010-2012 period. They set 
themselves specific targets for fuel consumption, fleet modernisation and the optimization of their fleet 
use. 
 
CO2 emission reductions for the 2010-2012 period: 
•  GEFCO’s commitment: minus 4% 
•  STEF-TFE’s commitment: minus 7% 
 
“With the help of our research departments, we constantly design and update our transport and 
logistics schemes to optimize our cost/quality/CO2 ratio”, Yves Largues said on this occasion. “We 
increasingly favour alternatives to road transport. We use them 25% of the time during the year, 
compared to a 17% average for the sector. Out of 3,2 million cars transported by us in 2008, one million 
went by sea and 800.000 by rail”. 
 
Francis Lemor said: “As the Paris region of Ile-de-France is the largest regional market for food in 
Europe, it is also the region where fresh food products road haulage is the most intensive. About 
300 STEF-TFE refrigerated trucks enter or leave the region area every day to bring fresh food to 
millions of consumers. However, the impact of perishable food stuff road transport on the 
environment is moderated by the fact that the average distance covered does not exceed 180 km 
(120 miles)”. 
 
The GEFCO group  
GEFCO sets the standard in logistics for industry. Through its key areas of expertise – Logistics,  
Gefboxsystem, Overseas, Overland and Vehicle Distribution – GEFCO is able to deliver global, 
innovative solutions in both domestic and international, inbound and outbound logistics for a full range of 
industrial requirements.  
Present in some 150 countries, GEFCO ranks among Europe's top ten logistics groups, with a turnover 
of €3.5 billion in 2008. The Group has 400 business locations worldwide and a workforce of 10,000. It is 
developing its activities in three key regions: Europe, Asia and South America. 
GEFCO in Ile-de-France : 17 sites, 1,600 employees 
 
About STEF-TFE 
STEF-TFE is the European leader for temperature-controlled logistics. STEF-TFE’s sales totalled €2,081 
million in 2008 (20% outside France). 
STEF-TFE’s European logistics network includes 226 temperature-controlled sites and a fleet of 2,000 
vehicles specifically equipped for the transportation of fresh, cold and frozen goods. The group employs 
15,000 people in eight countries (France, United Kingdom, Belgium, Nederland, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal) and is present in Tunisia for its North African activities. Its customers include food 
manufacturers, retail and restaurant chains as well as French and European laboratories.  
STEF-TFE in Ile-de-France : 10 sites, 1,800 employees 


